Localizing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals to rural communities in America through university extension programmes
A nurse with a global perspective understands the benefits of local action and a global worldview. That is why nurses around the world are working to address the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs consist of 17 goals and 169 targets, including ensuring healthy lives and gender equality (United Nations, 2015) .
In 2015, during the United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Summit, the leaders of over 150 countries came together at the UN headquarters in New York to formally adopt the SDGs. Through a non-binding collective agreement, these historic goals serve as a catalyst for action by national governments -with support from the international community -to achieve shared well-being and prosperity by 2030 (United Nations, 2015) .
At the global level, support for the SDGs includes new partnerships among governments and the private sector, academia, civil society and citizens. At the local level, adopting the SDGs is simple, but implementation is difficult because existing resources are already deployed in an attempt to accomplish previous development plans.
Particularly, for resource-limited rural communities in America, we will need to find ways to prioritize, customize and manage the implementation of the SDGs. Fortunately, the SDGs provide a blueprint for nurses and other community leaders to advance local economic, 
